
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

November 30, 2025 

 

Beloved Pilgrims of Hope, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, joy and hope! 

 

“Preparing Hearts for Christ, Opening Doors to Hope” 
 

     We begin the new liturgical cycle with the First Sunday of Advent. This year, our Gospel readings 

are drawn from the Gospel of Matthew, a text that continually reminds us of the nearness of God’s 

kingdom and the call to live as faithful disciples. 

     Advent, as the Church teaches, has a two-fold character, for it is a time of preparation for the 

Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, 

and likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to 

Christs’ Second Coming at the end of time.  For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and 

expectant delight. (cf. Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar). 

     This year, however, our Advent journey is illuminated by a special grace: the Jubilee Year of 

Hope. The Jubilee invites us to cross the “door of hope” opened by Christ, to rediscover the Father’s 

mercy, and to walk together as pilgrims toward renewal. As we contemplate the spirit of the season, 

Advent becomes not only preparation for Christmas but also a deeper participation in the Jubilee’s 

call to reconciliation, joy, and trust in God’s promises. 

     In a world often distracted by consumerism and material concerns, Advent and Jubilee remind us 

together to focus not on the holiday but on the Holy Day, the gift of the Father’s love revealed 

through the birth of His Son. This is a time to let hope take root in our hearts, to allow faith to grow, 

and to let our lives become shining signs of God’s presence. 

     The Gospel guides us into this spirit of preparation with the Lord’s words: “So too, you also must 

be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come” (Mt 24:44). Advent 

vigilance embodies Jubilee hope: a readiness not driven by fear, but by joyful anticipation that Christ 

is near. 

     Let our Advent journey during this Jubilee Year be a moment to rediscover the boundless love of 

God, who sends us His Son. Through Jesus Christ, may we walk the path that leads to His 

kingdom—here and now—and may our lives demonstrate the hope that never disappoints. 

     A Blessed and Spirit-filled Advent Journey! 

 

Your fellow pilgrim of hope, 

 

Fr. Pascual 


