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Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome

November 9, 2025
Beloved Pilgrims of Hope,

Greetings of peace, love, joy and hope!

“The Mother of Churches and the Heart of Our Faith”

This year, we are blessed with a rare liturgical gift: sacred feast days that fall on a Sunday,
encouraging deeper participation and reflection from the entire assembly. Just last week, we
observed the Faithful Departed on November 2—a solemn day of remembrance that seldom
coincides with the Lord’s Day. The last time this happened was in 2014; the next will be in 2031.
And now, this Sunday, we celebrate another significant feast: the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica.
These occasions, when they fall on a Sunday, become bright signposts in our journey of faith. They
invite us not to pass by as if they were ordinary, but to pause, reflect, and enter more fully into the
mystery they proclaim. They deepen our understanding and appreciation of our Catholic identity,
reminding us that we are part of something ancient, sacred, and constantly renewing.

The Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica celebrates the cathedral church of Rome,
consecrated by Pope Sylvester I on November 9, 324. Built on land once owned by the Laterani
family, this basilica is honored as the “mother and head of all churches of Rome and the world.” It
has served as the episcopal seat of the Bishop of Rome, our Holy Father, and has witnessed centuries
of faith, councils, and renewal. Beneath its altar lies, according to tradition, the wooden table where
St. Peter himself celebrated the Eucharist—a sacred connection to our apostolic roots.

As we come together to celebrate this feast, we are reminded of our unity in Christ and our
communion with the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. In this Jubilee Year of Hope,
declared by the Church as a time of grace and renewal, we are called to rediscover the beauty of
belonging—to the Church, to each other, and to the mission given to us by Christ.

The Jubilee calls us to be pilgrims of hope, walking together with hearts open to mercy,
reconciliation, and peace. It is a time to rekindle our trust in the Holy Spirit, who continues to guide
our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, as he shepherds the Church in these challenging times. Just as the
world watches with anticipation during a papal election, so too must we watch with prayerful hope,
trusting that the Spirit is always at work, renewing the face of the earth through the Church.

Let us be fervent in our prayers for Pope Leo, that he may lead with wisdom and compassion,
echoing the voice of Christ, the Good Shepherd. And let us pray that the Church may shine ever
more brightly as a beacon of truth, justice, and unity in a world longing for healing.

In this Jubilee Year, may we open our hearts to the grace flowing from the Church, allowing it to
shape us into joyful disciples of Christ. United in faith, may we walk together toward the Kingdom,
where every tear will be wiped away, and hope will be fulfilled in God's eternal embrace.

Your fellow pilgrim of hope,

Fr. Pascual
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