Placing Christ
inthe Manger of ouwr Hearty

Since May of this year, we have been unable to celebrate Mass in the Cathedral Basilica of Our
Lady of Peace, our beloved parish home. Instead, we have become pilgrims, gathering for weekend
Masses at the former Cathedral Academy, celebrating weekday liturgies at the Finance Factors
building, and later finding welcome at the Marianne Center and the Kamiano Center. This
Christmas season, we are unable to celebrate our Christmas liturgies in the beauty of the
Cathedral Basilica or to welcome the New Year of 2026 there.

Yet through all these changes and transitions, one truth has become clear: wherever we gather
to celebrate the Eucharist, Christ is with us. Wherever we go, we continue to place our Lord in
the manger of our hearts.

As we look back to the first Christmas night, we remember that the Savior of the world was
not born amid beauty or comfort. There were no decorations in the stable, no carefully prepared
space for the shepherds and the Magi. The setting was humble, marked by the sounds, smells, and
disorder of a place meant for animals. And yet, within that simplicity, the Child Jesus was lovingly
wrapped in swaddling clothes by His mother, Mary, and protected by His foster father, Joseph.
The music of that holy night did not come from instruments but from the voices of angels
proclaiming, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.”

Jesus entered a world that was messy and broken, just as ours often is. But in His Son, the
Heavenly Father brought light, peace, and love into that darkness. In Him and through Him, God
continues to enter the brokenness of our lives—not to condemn it, but to heal it and restore
goodness, beauty, and hope. Even in our imperfections, we make room for Christ within us, trusting
that His presence can transform what seems fragile into something grace-filled.

On this Christmas Day, we give thanks to God for the priceless gift of His Son. We praise Him
for the wonders He continues to work among us. May the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ fill our
hearts with peace, love, joy, and hope, and may these gifts renew our world and guide us forward
together.

We all need to remember that if we ever think of a good and wonderful place where we can
lay Jesus, it is no other than the manger of our hearts, the core of our being, and our life, and
truly make Him, Emmanuel, God with us!

On behalf of Fr. Lazarus, Deacon Joe and Easter, and our Cathedral
Staff, I wish you all a Joy-filled Christmas and a Hope-filled New Year,
2026!

Fr. Pascual




