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2"4 Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 18, 2025
Beloved Disciples of Christ,

Greetings of peace, love, joy, and hope!

“Recognizing Jesus in the Journey of Daily Life”

How well do we truly know Jesus? How deeply do we understand the One whose birth
we joyfully celebrated just days ago? Can we recognize Him with the same clarity and
conviction as John the Baptist?

These questions greet us as we step into Ordinary Time, a season anything but
“ordinary.” It is a time when the Church invites us to let the mystery of Christ’s birth take
root in our daily lives. The celebrations may have quieted, and the decorations may be
coming down, but the meaning of Christmas is meant to remain alive in us. Asking
ourselves who Jesus is and who He is for us becomes a doorway to a deeper relationship
with Him.

Our journey is filled with many encounters. We meet new people, reconnect with
family, build friendships, and join communities that enrich our days. Yet even these good
and beautiful relationships cannot fully satisfy the deepest longing of the human heart.
Beneath all our search lies a spiritual journey, a desire to know the One who created us,
redeemed us, and calls us by name. Encountering Jesus gives every other part of life its
meaning and direction.

John the Baptist’s proclamation, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world,” reveals the heart of who Jesus is. He is not only the Son of God, revealed at the
Jordan; He is also the Lamb offered for our salvation, the One who carries ALL our sins.
When we honestly acknowledge our need for His mercy and stand before Him with
humility and openness, something profound happens. We move from merely knowing
about Jesus to truly encountering Him. We begin to sense His nearness, experience His
compassion, and discover that His love is not an idea but a living presence that transforms
us.

And once we have encountered Him, everything changes: how we see ourselves, how
we relate to others, and how we understand our purpose. Christ becomes not a distant figure
of history but a companion in the present moment, guiding, healing, and inviting us to walk
in His light.

To know Christ is to open our hearts to His call. It is to echo the Psalmist’s words with
sincerity and trust: “Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.” May this season of Ordinary
Time be a sacred opportunity for each of us to know Jesus more intimately, recognize Him
in the ordinary moments of our days, and follow Him with renewed faith and joy.

Your Friend in Jesus,

Fr. Pascual

1184 Bishop Street «+ Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 « Phone: (808) 536-7036 + Fax: (808) 585-3383 « www.cathedralofourladyofpeace.com



