
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

January 11, 2025 

 

Beloved Disciples of Jesus, 

 

Greetings of peace, love, joy! 
 

“Walking With Christ Into a Year of Grace” 
 

          This Sunday, we conclude the Christmas season with the Feast of the Baptism of the 

Lord. After celebrating His birth on Christmas Day and His manifestation to the nations at 

the Epiphany, we now hear the Father’s voice proclaim, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased.” In this moment, Christ is revealed not only to Israel but to all 

peoples, and His public ministry begins. With this feast, we also enter the gentle rhythm of 

Ordinary Time, a season that invites us to grow steadily and faithfully in discipleship. 

     As we contemplate the Lord’s baptism, we are reminded of our own. In those sacred 

waters, each of us was claimed as a beloved son or daughter of the Father. Jesus shows us 

the path of obedience, humility, and love that leads to the Father’s heart. The mystery of 

the Incarnation, God becoming one of us in Jesus, assures us that He walks with us in every 

joy and every struggle. He knows our human weakness yet leads us beyond sin into the 

fullness of life. His mission was rooted in love, and through that love, we have received 

salvation. 

     As we begin the New Year of 2026, may we renew our desire to live our baptism with 

intention and purpose. The months ahead are a gift, an opportunity to listen more deeply to 

His Word and to let that Word shape our daily choices. Christ calls us not merely to follow 

from a distance but to walk closely with Him as intentional disciples who reflect His 

compassion, truth, and mercy. 

     Later this month, on January 25, the Church celebrates the Sunday of the Word of God. 

It is a wonderful moment for us to return to the Scriptures with fresh eyes and open hearts. 

God’s Word is a lamp for our path, wisdom, truth, and encouragement for every season of 

life. May this year be one in which we rediscover the joy of reading, praying with, and 

living the Scriptures. 

     Although the Jubilee Year of Hope may have been over, we continue to hope and 

journey more closely with Jesus, allowing His light to guide us and His love to transform 

us. May our lives become a living witness to the One who calls us His own. 

 

Your Friend in the Lord, 

 

Fr. Pascual 


