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This week’s Readings: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10; 

Acts 1034-38; Alleuia - Mark 9:7; Matthew 3:13-17 
Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6; Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3; Alleuia - John 1:14a, 12a; John 1:29-34
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
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Beloved Disciples of Jesus,

Greetings of peace, love, joy!

        This Sunday, we conclude the Christmas season with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. After 
celebrating His birth on Christmas Day and His manifestation to the nations at the Epiphany, we now 
hear the Father’s voice proclaim, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” In this 
moment, Christ is revealed not only to Israel but to all peoples, and His public ministry begins. With 
this feast, we also enter the gentle rhythm of Ordinary Time, a season that invites us to grow steadily 
and faithfully in discipleship.
     As we contemplate the Lord’s baptism, we are reminded of our own. In those sacred waters, each 
of us was claimed as a beloved son or daughter of the Father. Jesus shows us the path of obedience, 
humility, and love that leads to the Father’s heart. The mystery of the Incarnation, God becoming 
one of us in Jesus, assures us that He walks with us in every joy and every struggle. He knows our 
human weakness yet leads us beyond sin into the fullness of life. His mission was rooted in love, and 
through that love, we have received salvation.
     As we begin the New Year of 2026, may we renew our desire to live our baptism with intention 
and purpose. The months ahead are a gift, an opportunity to listen more deeply to His Word and to 
let that Word shape our daily choices. Christ calls us not merely to follow from a distance but to walk 
closely with Him as intentional disciples who reflect His compassion, truth, and mercy.
     Later this month, on January 25, the Church celebrates the Sunday of the Word of God. It is a 
wonderful moment for us to return to the Scriptures with fresh eyes and open hearts. God’s Word is 
a lamp for our path, wisdom, truth, and encouragement for every season of life. May this year be one 
in which we rediscover the joy of reading, praying with, and living the Scriptures.
     Although the Jubilee Year of Hope may have been over, we continue to hope and journey more 
closely with Jesus, allowing His light to guide us and His love to transform us. May our lives become 
a living witness to the One who calls us His own.
 
Your Friend in the Lord,

"WALKING WITH CHRIST INTO A YEAR OF GRACE"

Fr. Pascual Abaya IV 
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SHARING FAITH

LIVING THE LITURGY
Discuss the symbols and rituals that are used for a Baptism: water, oil, candles, new white garment, Sign of 
the Cross, anointing, pouring or immersing, blessing. Does anyone in the group remember their Baptism? 
Perhaps they could tell their experience. 

Read the story of Peter and Cornelius, who was a Gentile, in the reading from Acts. What did Peter learn 
about God? How do you imagine that Peter acted differently after this experience with a Gentile, who many 
Jews despised? How do you think this experience influenced Peter’s work in the early Church? 

What does it mean for you to be called by God? If you were to draw a timeline of your life journey, where 
have you experienced that call from God? Perhaps it meant a change in your life or a move from security to 
uncertainty. Share your story of God’s call with someone else.

REFLECTION
And a voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” 
(Matthew3:17).

CHURCH’S CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026 

Thursday of the 1st Week in Ordinary Time
Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

 
Friday,  Jan. 16, 2026

Friday of the 1st Week in Ordinary Time
Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

Saturday, Jan. 17, 2026 
Memorial of St. Anthony

Masses at 7:00am & 12:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4:00pm

Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Sunday, Jan. 18, 2026
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Masses at 8:00am/10:00am/12:00pm/5:00pm
located at the Kamiano Center, 1159 Fort Street

SCRIPTURE
     Isaiah’s images of what the Lord does for his servant are commanding: “I, the Lord, have called you . . . /I 
have grasped you . . . / I formed you, and set you as . . . /a light for the nations” (Isaiah 42:6). It is with God’s 
Spirit within that God’s servant can teach and bring justice to the earth, fulfill the command to be light, give 
sight to the blind, release prisoners, and set free those who are in darkness. It seems a fitting passage for the 
Church to link with Matthew’s account of Jesus’ Baptism. 
     John preached baptism in acknowledgement of sin. Jesus, being without sin, had no need for repentance. 
So why does Jesus approach John for Baptism? In Matthew, Jesus tells John to allow it to fulfill God’s plan. 
Matthew’s account invites his community to recognize Jesus’ obedience and readiness to submit to God and 
become his chosen servant. This beloved servant is God’s own Son. We, the baptized members of Christ’s body, 
are called, as disciples, to also become obedient servants of God.

What does it mean to be God’s chosen servant? How do you imagine a servant is called to practice 
obedience to God? 
Recall a Baptism that you have witnessed. What images or prayers do you remember from the ritual? 
How do you think God’s Spirit helps one to be a servant of God?

Sunday, Jan. 11, 2026
The Baptism of the Lord

Masses at 8:00am/10:00am/12:00pm/5:00pm
located at the Kamiano Center, 1159 Fort Street

Monday, Jan. 12, 2026
Monday of the 1st Week in Ordinary Time 

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

Tuesday, Jan. 13, 2026
Tuesday of the 1st Week in Ordinary Time

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

Wednesday, Jan. 14, 2026
Wednesday of the 1st Week in Ordinary Time

Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 - 11:00am
Located at the Kamiano Center, 1159 Fort Street

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm



Offertory Collection
Sunday
Weekday
Other Feasts, Solemnities, Holy Day
Online Giving
Total Offertory  

Other Collection
Repairs & Maintenance
Diocesan Collection
Special Collection (Intentions, etc.)
Other Collection (Gallery, etc.)
Total

				  
				    $        7,480.00
				    $        3,199.16
                                         $        1,258.00
				    $        3,221.46	
	                		  $    15,158.62  

				    $              70.00
				    $            400.00
  				    $        1,942.00
				    $        2,429.00
				    $     19,999.62
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
December 29 - January 4, 2025

Good and gracious God, 
a new year of grace is upon us, 

giving us impressions of 
crisp beginnings 

new goals, a fresh sense of hope. 
Though we cling to our own 

expectations for the year ahead, 
we know you alone 

are the sovereign of our future, 
Lord of our lives, and the source 

of whatever good we may do. 
We thank you, O Lord, 

for the gift of the days and weeks 
you have entrusted to us. 

Teach us to be good stewards 
of our time ahead, 

that we go about our days 
keeping you 

at the center of our lives. 
In the midst of our daily 
pursuits and activities, 

focus our eyes on the needs of 
others; help us respond

with compassion 
to the poor; 

and open our hearts 
to a suffering world. 

We ask for a year of peace, 
a year that brings an end 

to hatred and strife, 
and a year where we find 

a deeper joy 
that can only be found in you. 

We ask this through 
Christ your Son 

who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, forever and ever. 
Amen.

SAINT FOR THE WEEK
"I saw the snares that the enemy spreads out over the world and I said groaning, "What can get through 
from such snares?"  Then I heard a voice saying to me, "Humility."

St. Anthony of Eygypt (251 - 356), Desert Father, Feast Day January 17

CATHEDRAL’S MISSION & STEWARDSHIP PAGE

Please join our Respect Life office as we are called to Love One 
Another.  Our prayers and presence in the public square can change 
policies to promote a Culture of Life! Join Bishop Larry on Friday, 
January 23, 2026 from 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Grounds of 
the Hawaii State Capitol as we are called again to March for Life.  
For more information, please call the Repspect Life Office, Valerie 
and Dcn. Gary Streff at 808-673-3074 or our Rachel's Vineyard 
Site Leader, Lisa Shorba at lisashorba@gmail.com  Aloha Kekahi I 
Kekahi - Love One Another

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

ICSC STEWARDSHIP 
PRAYER (JAN.)

ALPHA
Alpha begins on Wednesday, January 14 at 6:30 PM with a 

discussion on "What is Happiness? Is this it?". Come to listen and 
discuss over a free dinner. We will be meeting on the 2nd Floor 
of the Kamiano Center (1159 Fort Street Mall). If you have any 
questions, please contact Ryan at rfielding@rcchawaii.org.

Are you ready for Ordinary Time?  Please join Dcn. Joe and Easter 
Almuena every 3rd Sunday of the month at 9:00am.  Resources are 
available at Formed.org.  On your browser, go to www.formed.
org.  Sign up as a "Parishioner", choose "RCCHAWAII" and create 
an account.  Please see Dcn. Joe & Easter for more information. 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES ANNUAL APPEAL
The Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA) is far more than 

a fundraising effort - it is as opportunity for each of us to respond 
with gratitude for the blessings God has entrusted to us and to 
use those blessings to serve others.  Funds raised through the 
CMAA support essential ministries and outreach programs for 
our Church, including Religious Education, Youth Ministry, the 
formation of Deacons and Seminarians, hospital and prison min-
istries, and services for the homeless.  Our goal for the 2026 
CMAA is $45,437.00.  Every gift, large or small, strengthens the 
mission of the Church.  We hope you'll prayerfully consider your 
gift and support our mission to live out Christ's to extend his love 
and mercy across the islands.  You can make your gift today at: 
Appeal.CatholicHawaii.org/support   Thank you for your faith, 
your support, and for making a difference in the life and mission 
of our Catholic Church.

MARCH FOR LIFE


