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This week’s Readings: Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13; Psalm 146:6-7,8-9, 9-10; 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Alleuia - Matthew 5:12a; Matthew 5:1-12a 
Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 58:7-10; Psalm 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Alleuia - John 8:12; Matthew 5:13-16

 FEBRUARY 1, 2026
4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Beloved Disciples of Jesus,

Greetings of peace, love, joy, and hope!

     We live in a time shaped by a “reward” mentality. Many people work tirelessly, hoping that one 
day their efforts will secure comfort, stability, and the freedom to enjoy life. There is goodness in this 
desire. Hard work is honorable, and it is right to appreciate the fruits of one’s labor. Everyone longs 
to feel fulfilled, to know that their efforts mean something.
     Yet even as this mindset surrounds us, there is a deeper, more lasting reward than anything we 
can earn or accumulate. It comes when we recognize that the gifts God has placed in our hands are 
meant not only for our satisfaction but also for the good of our souls. Material things can certainly 
bring moments of happiness, but spiritual things, grace, mercy, compassion, and holiness bring a joy 
that endures.
     Jesus invites His disciples into this deeper joy. On the mountain, He turns the world’s understanding 
of “reward” upside down. He teaches us that true blessedness is not measured by success, comfort, or 
recognition, but by the posture of our hearts. The poor in spirit, the sorrowing, the meek, the seekers 
of justice, the merciful, the pure of heart, the peacemakers, and the persecuted, these are the ones 
who receive the greatest reward, not from the world, but from God Himself. Their happiness is not 
fleeting; it is eternal.
     Living the Beatitudes is not easy, especially in a culture that prizes achievement, independence, 
and self-promotion. Yet the call is for everyone. It requires faith, courage, and a deep love for Jesus. 
We know it is possible because we have seen it lived. The saints show us the way, especially our own 
Saint Damien and Saint Marianne. They poured out their lives for the forgotten, the sick, the poor, 
and those longing for God’s mercy. Their reward is not found in earthly praise but in the fullness of 
God’s presence.
     If we choose to live for God and remain faithful to Him, we can trust that our labor, whether 
seen or unseen, celebrated or unnoticed, will lead us to the reward that truly matters. Heaven is not 
a distant dream, but the promise held out to those who walk in the way of Christ.
     Be blessed and be a blessing to all.
 
Your Friend in the Jesus,

"HEAVEN’S PROMISE IN A CULTURE OF ACHIEVEMENT"

Fr. Pascual Abaya IV 
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SHARING FAITH

LIVING THE LITURGY
Many people have worked on behalf of the poor and oppressed. César Chávez, a Mexican American labor 
leader, worked for rights of farm workers in California. Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner, founded the Green Belt Movement that plants trees to save the environment and helps the unemployed. 
Frances Xavier Cabrini, known as Mother Cabrini, was the first American citizen canonized by the church. 
In founding hospitals, schools, and orphanages, she reached out to the poor and immigrants. They were all 
ordinary people who felt called to do God’s work. Find out something about them or others who have done 
ordinary things to make Jesus’ vision in the Beatitudes possible. 

The reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians says, “Consider your own calling, brothers” (1 Corinthians 
1:26). What does that mean to you? Talk about your calling with others this week.

REFLECTION
He began to teach them, saying: / “Blessed are the poor inspirit, / for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 5:2–3).

CHURCH’S CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Thursday, Feb. 5, 2026 
Memorial of St. Agatha

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm
 

Friday,  Feb. 6, 2026
Memorial of St. Paul Miki & Companions

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

Saturday, Feb. 7, 2026 
Saturday of the 4th Week in Ordinary Time

Masses at 7:00am & 12:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation at 4:00pm

Vigil Mass at 5:00pm

Sunday, Feb. 8, 2026
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

2nd Collection for Augustine Ed. Foundation
Masses at 8:00am/10:00am/12:00pm/5:00pm

located at the Kamiano Center, 1159 Fort Street

SCRIPTURE
     The Sermon on the Mount, from which we read for the next five weeks, begins with the Beatitudes, some 
of Jesus’ best-known sayings. Each of the nine pronouncements begins with the word blessed, meaning 
“filled with deep joy.” The challenge to Jesus’ listeners, especially disciples, is to understand how a person 
attains such profound happiness through the apparently negative conditions Jesus describes. 
     Who does Jesus mean by the poor in spirit? The poor in spirit are those who set their hopes on God. God 
is the source of their strength. They are firmly rooted in God’s love. All those that Jesus names: the meek, 
persecuted, merciful, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness can set their hopes in God. They are 
blessed because they have opened their lives to God’s presence. God does indeed hold them, fill them with 
deep joy, and promise them a place in the kingdom of heaven.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that the Beatitudes are the vocation of the faithful (1717). If 
we are faithful, what does that mean for us? 

Read and pray Psalm 146 this week. What might God be saying to you in the images you hear? 

Which Beatitude calls out to you? How does it help you hope in God?

Sunday, Feb. 1, 2026
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Masses at 8:00am/10:00am/12:00pm/5:00pm
located at the Kamiano Center, 1159 Fort Street

Monday, Feb. 2, 2026
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2026
Tuesday of the 4th Week in Ordinary Time

Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm

Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2026
Wednesday of the 4th Week in Ordinary Time

Sacrament of Reconciliation at 10:00 - 11:00am
Masses at 6:30am & 12:00pm



Offertory Collection
Sunday
Weekday
Other Feasts, Solemnities, Holy Day
Online Giving
Total Offertory  

Other Collection
Repairs & Maintenance
Diocesan Collection
Special Collection (Intentions, etc.)
Other Collection (Gallery, etc.)
Total

				  
				    $        3,685.00
				    $            699.45
                                         $              20.00
				    $        4,022.17	
	                		  $       8,426.62  

				    $              50.00
				    $        1,442.02
  				    $            516.00
				    $            260.00
				    $    10,694.64
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!
January 19 - 25, 2026

Merciful God, 

We embark on our journey of 
renewal through difficult and 

uncertain times; times of 
division and strife, and for many 
suffering and discouragement. 

But our journey is with your son, 
Jesus, 

who bore his cross and suffered 
in ways we cannot imagine. 

We journey with Jesus 
toward the 

Great Paschal feast of Easter, 
where we have the grace to 
experience the true joy of 

Resurrection. 

Teach us to be good stewards of 
your mercy and forgiveness, 
so that we may extend these 

gifts to others. 

Give us the strength to bear 
witness to your son at all times,

even during these times of stress 
and adversity. 

And fill our hearts with love 
that we may be faithful to the 

Gospel 
Jesus proclaimed 

and ready to celebrate our unity 
with him and each other. 

Grant this through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

SAINT FOR THE WEEK
"The only reason for my being killed is that I have taught the doctrine of Christ.  I certainly did teach the 
doctrine of Christ.  I thank God it is for this reason I die."

St. Paul Miki (1564 - 1597), Martyr, Feast Day February 6

CATHEDRAL’S MISSION & STEWARDSHIP PAGE

ICSC STEWARDSHIP 
PRAYER (FEB.)

Show your support for Catholic Education in Hawaii!  There 
are 6,000 students in Hawaii Catholic Schools.  Become our 
partner in Catholic education, support the Augustine Educational 
Foundation's Tuition Scholarship Program on February 7th & 8th.  
Money raised in this collection will go to support our parish and 
vicariate families with tuition assistance for the upcoming school 
year.  You may visit the AEF online to make a gift or include your 
check in our parish's offertory.  Join the Augustine Educational 
Foundation's campaign "MAKE A STUDENT SMILE" Give the Gift 
of Catholic Education by making a gift!  Mahalo!

AUGUSTINE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES ANNUAL APPEAL
The Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA) is far more than 

a fundraising effort - it is as opportunity for each of us to respond 
with gratitude for the blessings God has entrusted to us and to 
use those blessings to serve others.  Funds raised through the 
CMAA support essential ministries and outreach programs for 
our Church, including Religious Education, Youth Ministry, the 
formation of Deacons and Seminarians, hospital and prison min-
istries, and services for the homeless.  Our goal for the 2026 
CMAA is $45,437.00.  Every gift, large or small, strengthens the 
mission of the Church.  We hope you'll prayerfully consider your 
gift and support our mission to live out Christ's to extend his love 
and mercy across the islands.  You can make your gift today at: 
Appeal.CatholicHawaii.org/support   Thank you for your faith, 
your support, and for making a difference in the life and mission 
of our Catholic Church.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES
Join us on Wednesday, February 11th as we celebrate the Feast 

of Our Lady of Lourdes and World Day of the Sick.  World Day of 
the Sick, a liturgical and pastoral observance introduced by Saint 
Pope John Paul II as a way for believers to offer prayers for those 
suffering from illnesses.  This date holds special significance as it 
is associated with healing and devotion to the Virgin Mary.  Mass-
es are  6:30am and 12:00pm.


